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Expo Center Selected as
American Garden Award Host Site

LOUISVILLE, KY (June 6, 2011) — The Kentucky State Fair Board is pleased to
announce the selection of the Kentucky Exposition Center as one of 23 prestigious
facilities from across the United States to serve as a host site for the 2011 American
Garden Award. The expo center was chosen by the American Garden program based
upon its outstanding reputation as a public garden for the number of events and visitors
the facility hosts each year.

‘We are very pleased the Kentucky Exposition Center is included in the American
Garden program,” said Harold Workman, president and CEO of the Kentucky State Fair
Board, which manages the Kentucky Exposition Center. “Our horticultural and grounds
staff works diligently throughout the year and it is because of their hard work our facility
has a quality reputation with our patrons and various garden organizations.”

As part of this select group of public gardens, the Kentucky Exposition Center will
display and maintain seven new varieties of plants and flowers that the world’s most
prominent breeders have chosen to compete for the American Garden Award, which
can be viewed and voted on by the general public. Prominently displayed and marked
with American Garden Award signage in the front circle area near Freedom Hall,
varieties include Dahlia ‘Dahlinova Hypnotica Lavender,” Dianthus ‘Kahori,” Ornamental
Pepper ‘Uchu,” Petunia ‘Easy Wave™ Neon Rose,” Petunia milliflora ‘Picobella Rose
Star,” Scaevola ‘Surdiva® Light Blue’ and ‘SunPatiens® Variegated Spreading White.’

“This is only the third season of this participation-driven, interactive program and we are
very proud to be part of its early stages,” said Vickey Hypes, horticultural sectional
supervisor for the Kentucky State Fair Board. “Our staff continually strives to keep our
gardens at the expo center in top shape and this season will be no different.”

Now through Wednesday, Aug. 31, the public is invited to view the seven entries for this
year and vote online for the flower or plant they feel has the most appealing garden
characteristics. The number of online votes will be taken into consideration when
awarding this year's American Garden Award in September to one of these seven



varieties. Patrons may visit the Kentucky Exposition Center website at www.kyexpo.org
for and click on the American Garden Award icon for voting information and photos of
the display area.

This year’s select entries for the American Garden Award will be available for purchase
at the program’s participating garden center, Stephenson’s Garden Center and Nursery,
located at 8136 Dixie Highway, Louisville, Ky.
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One of the top 10 largest public facilities of its kind in the United States, the Kentucky Exposition Center features 1.2 million square
feet of indoor space including Freedom Hall, an indoor arena which seats over 19,000 people. The facility's class "A" exhibit space
totals 425,700 square feet and accommodates an amazing spectrum of events year round. The expo center is the permanent home
for the Kentucky State Fair, the National Farm Machinery Show, and the North American International Livestock Exposition.
Conveniently located adjacent to the Louisville International Airport and near the junction of three major interstates, the Kentucky
Exposition Center is easily accessible and just five minutes south of downtown Louisville. For more information, go online to
www.kyexpo.org.
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